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Illinois River Coordinating Council

October 2, 2007 Meeting Minutes

Holiday Inn City Centre

Peoria, Illinois

6:00 pm
Call to Order:

Marc Miller, Office of Lieutenant Governor Pat Quinn, called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm, and welcomed members and guests.

Roll Call:

Marc Miller called the roll:

Citizen Members

Michael Reuter, The Nature Conservancy; Daphne Mitchell; Wendell Shauman, Illinois Farm Bureau

State Agency Members

Jared Thornley, Illinois Department of Agriculture; Terry Weldin-Frisch, Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO); Debbie Bruce, Illinois Department of Natural Resources (DNR); Marcia Willhite, Illinois Environmental Protection Agency

Ex-Officio Members

Matt Sprenger, US Fish and Wildlife Service; Colonel Robert Sinkler, US Army Corps of Engineers, Rock Island District; Colonel Jack Drolet, US Army Corps of Engineers, Chicago District; William Kruidenier, University of Illinois, College of Agricultural, Consumer, and Environmental Sciences; Chris Urban, US Environmental Protection Agency; Robert Holmes, US Geological Survey; William Gradle, USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service; Don King, USDA Farm Service Agency; John Rogner, US Fish and Wildlife Service; Colonel Lewis Setliff, US Army Corps of Engineers, St. Louis District

Approval of Minutes

Marc Miller requested a motion to approve minutes from the August 16, 2007 meeting held at Principia College in Elsah, Illinois.  Wendell Shauman moved to approve, Debbie Bruce seconded, and the minutes were approved unanimously.

Opening Remarks

Lt. Governor Quinn gave his opening remarks, welcoming attendants to the 11th Biennial Governor’s Conference on the Management of the Illinois River System, and announcing the 10th anniversary of the Illinois River Coordinating Council.

It’s Our River Day – this 4th annual celebration of Illinois waterways through conservation, education, and recreation was the biggest yet, with 65 events held throughout the state.  

Sister Rivers – gave background on the Sister Rivers program, mentioning his visit to Poland where he signed a Sister River agreement with the Vistula River.  Also announced the International River Symposium, which will take place at the Chicago Cultural Center in September of 2008.

Lt. Governor Quinn introduced Ms. Anna Ronikier, representing Poland, giving a short biography and presenting her with a gift.

Remarks from Anna Ronikier, Curator for Environment of the Mazovian Region:

Ms. Ronikier said the Governor of her state in Poland was excited about the prospect of the Sister Rivers partnership and looked forward to working with Illinois exchange and discuss knowledge and technologies.  She said that the Illinois and Vistula Rivers face similar challenges.  Ms. Ronikier presented the State of Illinois with a vase.

Member Comment Period

Debbie Bruce gave a CREP update.  The C2000 program was set to end this year, but the Governor signed an extension into law, effective January 1, 2008.  The program, now titled, “Partners in Conservation,” improves habitat through partnerships and assistance to private landowners.

Mike Reuter spoke about Emiqoun, commenting on its success as a conservation and recreation site.  Colonel Sinkler commented that the location is an example of successful restoration.

Illinois River Conservation Award – Leslie Spraggins, The Nature Conservancy

The Nature Conservancy presented this award to Dr. Richard Sparks from the National Great Rivers Research and Education Center for his excellent work related to the Mississippi and Illinois Rivers.  Dr. Sparks accepted the award, thanking The Nature Conservancy and briefing the council on how he helped to transform the focus of the Mississippi River from an industrial waterway to a larger ecosystem.

Surface Water Demonstration – Bob Frazee, University of Illinois Extension

Bob Frazee presented a demonstration on surface water using a yardstick with makers representing the path rainfall takes in Illinois.  He explained the threats that the river faces because of sedimentation and stormwater runoff: on non-developed agricultural land, approximately 27 inches is utilized for evapotranspiration, 7 inches for groundwater recharge, and 2 inches is surface runoff. In contrast, in an urban area with considerable impervious surfaces, only 7 inches is utilized for evapotranspiration, virtually none for groundwater recharge, and 29 inches is surface runoff.

Impervious surfaces prevent the rain from soaking into the ground, causing increased runoff and flooding, decreased groundwater recharge, and decreased water availability for plants. Increased volumes and velocities of runoff typically accelerate soil erosion.

Local Watershed Projects – Terry Kohlbuss, Tri-County Regional Planning Commission

Terry Kohlbuss introduced Melissa Eaton from the Tri-County Regional Planning Commission.

Local Units of Government – Ms. Eaton discussed the actions Tazewell, Woodford, and Peoria Counties are taking.  She wants all units of government to adopt a similar timeline for stormwater management.  She also hopes that the units use best management practices such as rain gardens for this purpose.  Ms. Eaton also discussed a study on the Illinois River of bacterial contamination in the area with an emphasis on sources.

Citizens of Mossville Bluffs – These citizens are maintaining loess bluffs and working with landowners through workshops to make individualized watershed plans.  

Mr. Kohlbuss noted that many federal funds and resources are used for the project and thanked his federal partners and The Nature Conservancy.

Lt. Governor Quinn asked how many rain gardens were in the area.

Melissa Eaton responded by saying that most money had been focused on education thus far, and construction was just beginning.  She noted that there were plans for rain gardens beginning in the spring.

Lt. Governor Quinn thanked the US Fish and Wildlife Service for the money for the Rain Garden Initiative.

John Rogner detailed the partnership to build more rain gardens and explained the benefits for stormwater management, flood control, and providing exposure to nature to kids in urban areas.

Peoria Lakes Revitalization Project – Tom Tincher, Heartland Water Resources Council

Heartland Water Resources Council developed a comprehensive restoration and related lakefront revitalization plan for Peoria.

Tom Tincher spoke about the perils that afflict Peoria Lake, noting that the lake is only a few feet deep at this point.  Mr. Tincher noted that without proper management, the lake would fill in completely, causing serious economic hardship to the area.  Mr. Tincher stated that the goals of the Heartland Water Resources Council revitalization project are to improve conservation, river recreation, navigation, watershed and tributary management, and secondary channel improvements.

In the short term, Mr. Tincher stated that sediment flow reduction remained the highest priority, and efforts need to be made to identify projects that address stream bank erosion.

Mr. Tincher noted that in the long-term, strategic dredging, digging a secondary channel, and island creation are the keys to a more sustainable system.  Funding for successful revitalization can be paid for through tax increment financing and urban renewal.

More information can be found at www.heartlandwaterresources.com. 

Mud to Parks – Dr. John Marlin, Illinois Waste Management and Resource Center

Dr. Marlin gave an update on three Mud to Parks projects.  

· One project is to dredge a portion of East Port Marina on the Illinois River.  The mud was destined for Tazewell County landfill as a final cover as part of the Dynegy settlement sought by Attorney General Madigan.

· Dr. Marlin updated a similar project at Duck Island, noting that a flood had washed out a water control structure.  Construction is slated for 2008.

· He also gave an update on the U.S. Steel site and mud moved this June.  Dr. Marlin noted that plants were doing well at that location.  Two delegations from China have been to visit the site.  

Lt. Governor Quinn asked if the distance mattered in the cost of moving the mud and if China was interested in the mud.

Dr. Marlin answered that cost is affected and that China was interested in the science and learning the techniques.

Illinois River Road Update – Anaise Berry, Illinois River Road National Scenic Byway

Ms. Berry gave an update on the Illinois River Road project and she talked about the future of the project.

Ms. Berry stated that the next steps for the project include interpretation and integration of nature sites, marketing of the project, and the creation of a comprehensive map, directional signs, and a website.

She stated that the goals of the Illinois River Road were to create a better quality of life, awareness of river ecosystems, and community, state, and national partnerships.

Illinois River Restoration – Brad McMillan, Bradley University

Mr. McMillan discussed an upcoming Spring 2008 symposium at Bradley University that will address Illinois River restoration.  The goal of the symposium will be to address the question of how to elevate restoration of the Illinois River to a top national priority on the scale of the Everglades in Florida and to ensure that WRDA funds are spent on projects that will have the greatest impact.

Lt. Governor Quinn offered his support and thanked Mr. McMillan and Congressman Ray LaHood for their efforts along the Illinois River.

Mackinaw River Update – Maria Lemke, The Nature Conservancy 

Ms. Lemke gave an update on the Mackinaw River Project.  She noted that Central Illinois contains some of the highest quality tributaries remaining in the state, but stream biodiversity is threatened by agricultural practices that dominate land use within the watershed.  Rapid transport of subterranean tile-drained waters from agricultural fields contributes to streambank erosion, high nutrient loading, and loss of wetland habitat throughout the watershed.  The Nature Conservancy’s current research is designed to measure how much farmland could be converted to wetlands to effectively reduce agricultural nutrient inputs to the river.  TNC has worked with landowners to develop a 250-acre demonstration farm with 3 tile-drained wetland units, each consisting of a series of three wetlands that drain 3-9% of the surrounding farmland.  
Other Business

Kim St. John, Coordinator of the Illinois Chapter of the Soil and Water Conservation Society presented the Lt. Governor an award for his work with the IRCC and advocacy for the river.  

Public Comment Period

Joyce Blumenshine from the Peoria Chapter of the Sierra Club expressed her concern about the impact of mining in the Banner Marsh area.  She asked that the wetlands, land, and water be protected from the impact of mining pollution.

David Mallory spoke about nutrient farming at Goose Pond and noted and expressed his discontent with the high pollution level coming from Chicago.

Ken Fuller, Village Pres of Banner and Diana Fuller expressed that nature based tourism is growing in Banner, which is creating economic growth.  They hoped that the state would conserve Banner Marsh and Rice Lake and prevent mining from taking place in the area.

Don Grigsby expressed concern over a coal mining that would be within 300 feet from the drinking water line.  He also noted that there is already a permit for mining south proposed large mine, and that the scenic river byway runs next to both strip mines.  Mr. Grigsby concluded by saying that with mines closing throughout the state, people in Banner should not be subjected to a threat to their drinking water for an unnecessary mine. 

Tom Edwards talked about the drinking water in the Peoria area.  He stated that water comes from a shallow aquifer located below a Peoria landfill, and that this was the only community in the United States with a hazardous landfill over aquifer.  Mr. Edwards suggested that the toxic waste be put into the 100,000 acres of strip mining land rather than above the aquifer. 

Chris Crawford stated his goal to increase awareness of tourism opportunities in area.  He proposed a bike race between Chicago and St. Louis along the scenic byway in which the first to the middle is declared the winner.

Marc Miller asked that this event be considered for an ‘It’s Our River Day’ event.  Lt. Governor Quinn expressed his interest in a bike trail from Chicago to St. Louis.

Jim Fein, the President of Lucky Fin Duck Club, spoke about the Wetlands Initiative trying to build dykes in Goose Pond to pump more out of the Illinois River and into sediment ponds to take nutrients out of water and then sell to the sanitary district.  Bureau Creek flows into Goose Pond and Senachwine Lake.  Mr. Fein noted that with the dyke there would be no channels between Goose Pond and Senachwine Lake.  The proposal would also build a 100 ft wide road on his property.  He said the project did not have public meetings.

Adjourn

Wendell Shauman moved and Michael Reuter seconded a motion to adjourn.  Marc Miller adjourned the meeting at 8:45 pm.

